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Reaching one
soldier at a time

Erestine Makey 5 0 semior af Lamear School, Her parents are
Digend and Jean Makey, gud Krstng 65 the vourgest af fonr
clldrew, She plays baskeiball aud feaneis god rls?inz caflaim of the
prersity cheerlending sguad, The faeeily attends Centeal United
Methodist Church,

“The Americar Red Cross s frady special to mee, gnd T hove
Fearned a lof from volanteering there,” Kristing said, T chose my
suhrec! for thes story becanse T aogad yonth fo see ohal g difference
Flrey com meake by gieing o (ittle &6 of their tiame and energy.”

By Kristina Makey
spedial to The Slar

The tragedy of 11 shook the whole country, Since that world-
changing event, | have watched as men and woemen from our com-

if i g e E
munity hawe gone oversens to support the war effort — and [ have i ;..E A .:.l: e % - i
seEn our commuanity in action through the many fund-raisers that . N behesal s S5 'I Gy W . : o
have been held. i‘ MR e S Y = B ey
[ 'wanted te participate also, but 1 didn't know how 1 could help. b oL, il Lanmpasty M r' - M
[ spon found a way te contribute by volunteering at the American 4 = gh Jasg pardl |
Fed Cross. e .
The first time [ visited the American Red Cross, 1 was over- \H“"“v.

whelmed by how many odd jobs needed to be done. [ hawe spent
time there doing everything from helping pack more than 500
boxes o send to troops overseas, to designing newsletters, to
addressing envelopes,
A few of the saldiers who received our packages wrote to the
local ARC chapter thanking us for the goodies.
As part of my volunteer work, [ responded to each of the lefters, PEN PALS
[ tokd the troops how mwch we appeeciate their hard work and how HE :
much we respect their bravery. | let them know that we support  Kristina Makay, right, met a lot of U.5
them 100 percent and that we are praving for them. troops through the mail becauss of har
I included my address so they could reply to me at home ifthey  Yelunteer job at the Amarican Red

wanted someone to talk to, [ was inspired and deeply touched by the  ©ress in Maridian. Some of har
heartfelt responses | received. correspandaence is shown above,

Here are some excerpts from those letters. Kristina says writing letters “really put
a face and namea to each saldiar
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“Thank voeu for your letter. Just remember that even though
wie are over here making history, y'all are busy sending goody
boes and letters to the soldiers here.

“We do appreciate knowing home is behind us — especially
knowing ... there i3 so much controversy about us being here.
Some of the Iragl people want us here, but others de not and will
iry anything to get us to leave, As for the scenery here, it's
nothing but sand. Mo trees or grass, basically nothing green. No
flowers .7

Kookiv
(That's what everyone calls me)

“Many thanks for your letter and supgort. The work that you
v 18 a blessing to all troops. May God bless veu and people like
yio,”

Bonnie

*1 recebved your letter today. Thanks for writing back. [ was in
Meridinn five days before we got activated. [ had just started col-
lege at MCC. 1 am 21, soon to be 22, 1 am from Union. 1 have
been in the military for three years. It is nice to know we have
people prowd of us for what we de. 1 guess when you sit down and
think abouwt it, soldiers are making a difference. It is hard to see
that when you are over here. Thanks for the letter, the Kind
words and the prayers.”

Spce. Holiday

*1 god ywour letter in the meail the ether day. Mail uplifts the
apirits. I let my battle buddy read your letter and she tald me that
ahe will write you also, Her name is LaTonya Eades. Well, my
name is Pamela Spivey. [ am 20 vears old ... Before [ got activated
[ 'was acollege student. T was attending East Central Community
College. 1 have one semester left ..

“Well, life over here is OK, but never betier than home. This is
the longest | have ever been away frov my farily .o 10 is very
hiot ever here., During midday it is around 116 degrees, and at
night around 96 degrees .. I was very thoughtiul of vou to write
mee. Thanks for your concern.”

Pamela Spivey

What 1 learned from my volunteer experience at the Bed Cross
is that every little bit helps — from a small task like writing a letter
to g soldier to a big task like gathering supplies for the troops,

We can all de our part in helping with the war effort. As youath,
it = easy to think our community doesn™ nesd us. We're busy
with school, sports and extracurricular activities, and we don?
“have tirme” for anything else.

Howewer, if vouth could actually read these letters that [ received
and see just how mwch soldiers need our thowghts and prayers, they
wiold find volunteering worthwhile.

These letters really put a face and name to each sokdier, 1 realized
thedr herabsrm and pride in defending our country — as well as thelir
heartache and loneliness at being away from heme for so long.

[f every person in Meridian wrote a letter to a soldier, think about
how many soldiers we wonld reach. 1 hope these letters touch
vour heart as they have touched mine.



